
Shaker Heights High School PTO: Meeting Minutes for March 9, 2015 
 
Co-Presidents Marisa Matero-Maury and Robin Eisen called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. 
The January minutes were approved.  
 
Treasurer’s Report/Budget: Betsy Potiker reported that $8400 of $12,000 budget spent to 
date.   
 
Principals Report: Michael Griffith explained that they are managing the PARCC testing 
schedule for those taking and not taking the tests. Tuesday “late start” mornings are being used as 
testing days. Students taking the tests would arrive at school at 8 AM while those not taking the 
test would start school at the usual Tuesday late start time of 8:47. Robo calls were set up to 
remind high school parents of testing schedule.  
 
Mr. Griffith invited everyone to see the New Stages Theater productions happening the evenings 
of March 18th through the 20th. Performances will be held in the Black Box Theater and are the 
culmination of the High School playwriting course and are written, directed and acted by 
students. Tickets will go on sale March 11th.  
 
Teacher Representative to the HS PTO: Jody Podl reported that the teacher contract passed. 
The “Friday Flyer” or twitter campaign, which allows anyone to share good experiences and 
thoughts about teacher excellence, has been well received. Tweets go to @ShakerTeachers. If no 
twitter account, the thoughts can be emailed to Susan Vodrey. SLO testing was being 
implemented at the time of the meeting. SLO testing is used to gather data for the school and 
measures growth from the beginning of the year to the end. Michael Griffith indicated that he 
thought SLO testing would go away eventually as they are looking at the value of the testing.  
 
Special Report: Test Mania update: Robin Eisen asked that everyone join the Test Mania 
Facebook page to stay informed. There were currently 890 people who had joined the site. An 
analysis is to be made about the district’s testing and Jody Podl is on this committee, which 
consists of teachers, administrators and legislators. Robin asked everyone to keep writing to 
legislators.  
 
First VPs Report: Susan Vodrey and Renee Boyle reported that there were still some committee 
chair openings on the PTO roster for next year. So please see them if you’re interested. They 
were working on the May 11th meeting featuring high school students doing interesting work.  
 
Educational Enrichment Report: Monica Lacks reported that senior projects were ramping up. 
They are still recruiting judges for senior project and need 100 people for one hour of time 
commitment. There were no exchange student dinners this year.  
 
Financial Management Report: It was reported that the Flower Sale is the only high school 
PTO fundraiser and supports over 40 clubs. Urban Growers is the plant vendor. The sale will be 
May 15th and 16th and a flyer will be distributed mid March.  
 
Renee Boyle reported that the Sports Booster mulch sale is the same day as the flower sale.  
 
 
 
 
 



Nominating Committee Report: The slate has been posted for 30 days and was approved. 
 

Co-Presidents Renee Boyle 
Susan Vodrey 

1st VPs Annette Himes 
Maria Hunter 

VP Communication Debbie Weisman 

VP Educational Enrichment Lisa Hamilton 

VP Financial Management Julia Meyer 

Co-VPs Outreach Betsy Potiker 
Ellen Schmidt 

VP Parent Ed & Advocacy Elizabeth Parsons 

Secretary Molly Markey 

Treasurer Sheri Morford 

Assistant Treasurer Sharyn Lowenkamp 

Nominating Co-Chairs Robin Eisen 
Marisa Maury 

 
Special Note: There will be an extra staff appreciation luncheon on March 23rd and baking will 
be needed.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:30PM. 
 


